
Aims
The principal aim of the Biblical Hebrew

department is to:-

• Encourage pupils to study the Tanach

• Develop a lasting passion for the Tanach

• Create and deepen, within pupils, links to their

historical heritage

• Encourage students to progress to higher

education courses in Hebrew/Theology/Biblical

Studies, whether linguistic or non-linguistic.

Organisation
The department consists of the Head of Department

who is also Principal Examiner and Acting Chief

Examiner for the Examination Board which offers

Biblical Hebrew at GCSE ,AS and A level.

The Department is fully aware that not all pupils have

from the same school or home background and

understands that their base knowledge of Biblical texts

and language will vary. Small class sizes ensure that

individual needs are catered for. The most able

students are stretched and support is given

unstintingly to the less able.

The following departmental resources are available :-

• Prepared notes for all the set texts being studied

at all levels

• Grammar book recommended by the

Examination Board

• Biblical texts in Hebrew and in English

• Access to grammatical reference works such as

Gesenius Hebrew Grammar and Brown, Driver

and Briggs Lexicon of the Old Testement

• Access to commentaries on Biblical texts such as

Da’at Mikra and the Judaica Nach series

• Specialist academic articles from the internet

• Educational trips to view Biblical manuscripts

Introduction
• Biblical Hebrew is the language of the Bible (Tanach)

• The study of Biblical Hebrew presents the study of cultures which may be entirely

alien to the candidate’s own, and their moral values and religious beliefs

• Biblical Hebrew promotes awareness of aspects of human life other than the

physical and material and provides opportunities for the analysis of inspired works of

literature which offer profound insights into the morality of human behaviour.

Public Examinations
GCSE Syllabus - Examination Board OCR
The course is begun in Y10 and the examination taken in Y11. There are two papers,

• Language (“unseen” texts)

• Literature – questions in translation and comprehension are selected from

prescribed texts

AS/A Level Syllabus - Examination Board OCR
These examinations consist of Translation, Comprehension, Composition and Literature.

These courses are the perfect preparation for students wishing to study at Seminaries

and Yeshivot in Israel.

Benefits
The study of Biblical Hebrew
• Acquaints students with large areas of Tanach that they might not otherwise study

• Enables students to acquire knowledge of ancient Israel and to make a personal

connection historically, politically and religiously with modern Israel.

• Gives students a good Hebrew vocabulary and grammatical knowledge which will

help them in future textual studies at school and in Higher Jewish Education
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